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escaped to the e free landss of the Ukraine, forming communi-
ties of 'free Cossacks' there. Thus the Ukraine developed a
tradition of its own, while the language of its people is a
strong variant of Russian.
The next largest Union Republic in European Russia is
Byelorussia, the population of which, in 1939, was 5,567,976
(excluding Western Byelorussia, now part of the U.S.S.R.),
Like the Ukraine, Byelorussia is a 'border republic,' standing
between the interior of the R.S.F.S.R. and Poland, and in
the past suffering from the conflicts which took place here
when Russia was striving to maintain her western frontiers.
The Byelorussians, therefore, have also developed a language
and traditions somewhat different from those of the people of
the central part of European Russia.
Moldavia is a small republic on the south-western border
of the Ukraine. It includes part of Bessarabia.
In the north, the Karelo-Finnish Republic (established
since 1939) stands between the Soviet Union and Finland.
Although the figures showing the national composition of this
region since the formation of the Republic and the addition
of territory obtained from Finland are not available, it is
probable that the Finns and Karelians together form a small
majority over the Russians. Between Finno-Karelia and
Byelorussia are the three new Baltic Republics of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania, with a total population of about
six millions. These republics have always been bound to Russia
for strong strategic, economic, and geographical reasons.
They form the continuation of the Russian Plain from the
interior, to the Baltic, and are the natural gateway through
which Russia has obtained access to Western Europe and the
rest of the world since they were obtained for Russia-during
the eighteenth century. Strategically they are of great impor-
tance in the defence of Leningrad from attacks by land from
the south, or by sea from the Baltic.
As part of the Russian Empire their economic life depended
largely upon the great Russian market, and the flow of goods
between Russia and its Baltic ports. After the defeat of
Germany in 1918 forces of intervention prevented the inclusion